
World Oceans Day 2020 
Competition Winners

The Institute for Coastal and Marine Research (CMR) is a leading research
institute that facilitates transdisciplinary ocean and coastal sciences
research. The CMR is based at the Nelson Mandela University’s Ocean
Sciences Campus.

8 June is celebrated as World Oceans Day annually and globally. On this 
day, people around the world honour the ocean. To mark this occasion, the 

CMR hosted a competition!

Paintings and drawings inspired by the ocean

Poems paying tribute to the ocean

Spectacular moments of the ocean captured in photographs

Winners are announced on the next pages!



Dr Nikki James
Shelley Beach, Kenton-on-Sea

Oil on Canvas painting, 150 x 300mm

Tarryn Rennie



Mari Swartz
Warm Ocean Glow

Soft chalk pastel on A4 paper
This artwork helped me to combat lockdown blues. It reminded me of the alluring
nature of the ocean and I created contrast by adding some brightly coloured orange
fish. I wanted to capture the feeling you get when you stare at the waves rolling in –
to capture the inviting essence of the turquoise waters on a perfect day at the beach.
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Beautiful Shades of Blue

A peaceful breeze travels from city to city, 
Who cannot marvel at Your astounding beauty? 
Your big rocks represent the strength of Your character, 
Your aquatic life shows us the perfection of nature. 

A fun day of relaxation to a day surfing on Your waves, 
You heal and help us in so many different ways. 
Your sound is very distinct and can be heard from a distance, 
Though some of Your creatures are extinct – You still shine showing perseverance. 

We sometimes take You for granted, 
Oil, litter and pollution is not what You wanted. 
The killing of your endangered species has wounded You. 
But You have somehow survived and the wounds have moulded You. 

I salute You for Your courage, 
And I apologise for all You have been through. 
You are so marvellous Dear Ocean, 
With all your Beautiful Shades Of Blue. 

Nadine Ramiah
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Ntombizanele Tshali
Lwandlekazi: A Poem to Honour the Ocean

English version and explanation of the poem 
Ocean, 
Home of animals and plants, 
You are rich with nature. 

You are the warrior, 
Embodying a rich biodiversity and beauty, 
Your beauty cannot be compared to anything. 

If you were a fruit, 
I would say that you are so fruitful, 
If you were a garden, 
I would say that you are so fertile, 

Your breeze brings healing to many souls and hearts, 
Ocean, 
You are the medicine that heals and restores. 

Your presence creates jobs to many and thus combating poverty, 
You boost the county’s economy, 
Your presence opens research opportunities for many, 
And enhance our knowledge about you, 
And you build relationships amongst different countries. 

Aah! Ocean, 
We celebrate and honour you. 

Lwandlekazi, 
Khayakazi lezilwanyana nezityalo, 
Usisityebikazi, 
Sendalo. 

Uliqhawekazi, 
Eliqum’iindidi zobuhle, 
Ubuhle bakho abunakugqagqaniswa, 
Futhi abunakushwankathelwa, 
Kuba abugqibeki. 

Ukuba ubusisiqhamo, 
Bendizakutsho ukuba uqhamile, 
Kanti ukuba ubuyintsimi, 
Bendizakutsho ukuba uchumile. 

Umoya wakho uzob’oza
umphefumlo, 
Ungcib’intliziyo echachambileyo. 
Lwandlekazi, 
Ulichiza elingaphez’ukuphilisa, 
Wawuphilisa emandulo, 
Ukanti nangoku usaphilisa.

Ubukho bakho buvulel’intlaninge
yemisebenzi, 
Bugxoth’ikat’eziko, 
Bukhulise noqoqosho lwezizwe ngezizwe. 

Ubukho bakho bukhulisa icandelo lophando, 
Bandise ulwazi ngawe, 
Bakhe nobuhlobo phakathi kwezizwe. 

Aah! Aah! Aah! Lwandlekazi
Maz’enethole kuwe, 
Inene sibamba ngazo zozibini kuwe, 
Lwandlekazi. 
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Bianca Jooste
A love affair between a woman and the ocean



Muhammad Bayat
Into the Wild Blue Yonder

These "biogenic reefs" are made of stabilised sediments. The makers of which are
tube worms called polychaetes. It takes a unique mind to appreciate the diversity of
polychaetes. There are around 10 000 species and have adapted to survive in a great
range of marine habitats including hydrothermal vents, coral reefs and the open
ocean. Interestingly polychaetes and their relatives have survived 5 mass extinctions.
We are truly lucky to see these colour-rich reefs on our Durban rocky shores.
Umhlanga, Durban.



Natalie Dos Santos
Journey to the Unknown

A loggerhead turtle hatchling stops to take a breath on its way from its nest to the
ocean at Bhanga Nek Beach, KwaZulu-Natal. On entering the ocean, turtles are said
to begin their ‘lost years’, where their whereabouts are largely unknown until they
are much older.
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Natalie Dos Santos
Ocean Protector

A Blacktip Shark (Carcharhinus limbatus) glides gracefully through sunlit waters at
Aliwal Shoal, KwaZulu-Natal. They play a major role in keeping our oceans and reefs
healthy. It is always wonderful seeing them in the water.


